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Lio de Bruin
Material exploration yields new possibilities for 
Dutch designer Lio de Bruin whose intuitive and 
experimental approach is perfect for weaving

M ost of the time a material or technique is 
the starting point for my design process,’ 
explains Dutch material and textile 
designer Lio de Bruin. Compose is her 
ongoing research project in weaving, part 

of which is weaving rugs on request. The aim is to create 
materials that are tactile and enrich our surroundings. 
To that end, a playful exploration of the possibilities of 
various methods and surfaces is necessary: ‘I experiment 
with various weaving patterns and materials like wool, 
leather, rope, thick and thin yarns, shiny and matte. I play 
with structures—bold, flat, graphic, fringed. And I seek 
interesting colour combinations.’ 

De Bruin works for private clients as well as brands. 
The charm of working for the former consists of making 
custom designs for a particular person and space. The 
latter gives the opportunity to be part of a team and 
adapt to the demands of producing a commercially 
viable product—de Bruin recently designed two rugs for 
Karpeta. Her approach is the same in both cases: intuitive 
and experimental. 

Moving forwards, de Bruin welcomes new 
collaborations but also expresses an interest in working 
within a company as a material designer in order to tackle 
larger-scale projects. ‘I think with my sense of colour 
and material I can work on projects for interior designers, 
design labels, textile labels or maybe even the car 
industry,’ she says. ‘I’m open to new opportunities.’ ML
www.liodebruin.com
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